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Student finds pride in job

By TONY BAKER
Tom Harris has grown ac-

customed to the surprise shown. by

those informed -of his career
choice. He - has been called

“crazy” by some, “suicidal’”’ by.

others -
“brave,”

Harris wants to be a policeman.

“1 first became wmterested In
law enforcement about five years
ago, when I became acquainted
with two cops that owned a filling
station tn Tulsa,” Harris said.

Through this frlendship he said
he learned in detail the sometimes
difficult, occasionally hazardous
lifestyle of the police officer.

But the motive that seemed to
drive these men toward success 1n
their work was seldom talked
about, but Harris said he knew
what. it was - pride.

Pride that is earned by knowing
you have helped someone in some
fashion and pride because you
know you have put forth your best
effort.

“I KNOW IT SOUNDS old-
fashioned. but I iust want to help

but most call - him

.-details,

people. I would Tike to focus my
energy and abilities on service not
money,” he said.

Harris said he plans to begin his
format trammg this summer and
hopes to enroll in the Tulsa Police
Academy.

The traming 1 the Acauemy
will - consist mainly - of the
techmques used by police officers
inecluding comprehension of
marksmanship . and
pursuit in a patrol car.

Harris said physical training,
combined with the mental
preparation he received in his
Corrections degree at Oklahoma
State University will hopefully

“enable him to “think rapidly and

act rationally” in a dangerous
situation,

A policeman’s life is constantly
filled with danger but this poses
little threat to Harris.

“A COP CAN'T LIVE IN fear,
because this fear would
negatively affect his performance
and endanger his life. None of the
cops I know think of the danger,”
he said.

Film not average
HoIIywood musucal

A Review
By RODNEY ECHOHAWK

.Any fllm that follows a Busby Berkley style dance production with a
shot of a corpse being zipped into a body bag might not appear to be an,
“semi- -

. average  Hollywood = musical..

But

then. . Bob. . Fosse's

S autobmgrapmcal tour-de-force All That Jazz is anything but average.

Fosse 15 the noted choreographer and director of such films as

. Cabaret and Lenny. The new offering 1s an account of his own career in
show business, fictionalized with a fascinating combination of black
humor, dazzling danee numbers and suberb acting from Roy Scheider.

Scheider delivers what may be the performance of his career m the
role of Fosse’s alter ego Joe Gideon — a hard driving workahohc who
pushes his body and private life to painful limits,

theon has a notormusly unquenchable a;;petlte for booze, '

nwrairle: Thegaanosanpmiban-hig.earrifica.of. ﬂ-ua P

“You see a lot of tragedy as a
police officer, especially the
higher up the ladder you are.
When you have seen something

bad you iry to put it out of your-

mind, but it is extremely tough "
he sald

Encouragement from his family
and friends has been inspiring, he

said, and he anticipates no magor

changes 1n his personal life.

“I may lose a few acquain-
tances but my real friends will
still be around,” BHarris said. He
added that the police force is
similar to a business in that many
new friends can be made at work,
and often these relationships are
“stronger because of the nature of

‘{he job.”

HARRIS SAID HE is aware that
the police officer’'s job 15 ex-

tremely demanding and often

thankless, ‘He said that many
times the job. may become
‘boring and routine,” but he is
prepared to accept the challenge
offered him.

He said that by thinking in
“realistic rather than idealistic”
terms he 15 able to perceive what
he thinks to be an accurate picture
of his career in law enforcement.
He said he sees no major dif-
ficulties ahead as he changes from
his somewhat care-free life as a

~.student to that of a sirictly

regimented police cadet.
He said this is a transition he is
looking forward to because of his

genuine concern for others and his '
" search for satisfaction and pride,

telephone interview Thmsday

Elkins i1s scheduled to speak
Sunday at-7 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church mn Stillwater.

His autobiography, Heavenly
Deception, was reieased
nationwide by Tyndale House
Publishers Friday. A movie by the

same title, which was released

fast month, will be shown at 5:30
and 8 p.m at the church. ‘

“Cults’ vigorous recruitment
techniques are not the problem,”
Elkins said. *“‘It’s more our
(traditional churches) fault than
thewrs. )

“I WAS RAISED In a church
and committed my life to Jesus
Christ when I was 10. But my
church never  provided the
background and spiritual strength
to stand  up against all the
falsehoods I was mtroduced to as
a ‘moonie,” ’* Elking gaid.

“QOver 70 percent of America’s
cult members were raised In
churches. I was typicai, not ex-
ceptional.”

A lack of spiritual stamina to

guard from the onslaught of cult
mis-docirine is the primary
problem, he said.

“Cults like Moon’s church
draw more people in because
alleged Christians aren’t living
what the Bible says. As a cult
member, the only church-goers I
met slammed the door 1n my face
or shouted at me.”

Those churen members are
more frightened of their inability
to understand the cult’s purpose
than & cult-member’s weird
costume or actions, Elkins said.

“If ‘Christians’ only lived what

they purport,. cults would
disappear.
INSTEAD 2,000: NEW cults

else cares for me like Moon?’ ™

Cult group leaders facilitate
recruiting with effective com-
munication skills, he expiained.

Southern Baptists do not un-
derstand such skills, Elkins said.

“Southern Baptists spend $10
millicn a year on boring sermons
broadcast from 2 a.m. to 6 am.
And nobody watches them,” he
said emphatically.

“Some religious groups, who
are probably cults in the early
stages, buy 30 seconds of prime
time and communicate a fantastic
spirituai cohcept to 100 million
peopte.”

ALTHOUGH HIS PARENTS

-lired kidnappers to “rescue and

brainwash” him, Elkins said he
does not faver psychological

- deprogramming of cult members,

“To say I was brainwashed is a
cop-out. Being it that, I'm not held
responsible for my actions and my
church 1s off the hook for allowing
me to.be led away.

“Cults are the result of our
churches’ laziness. And persons -
who sanction governmernt control,
kidnapping or deprogramming
are justifying elements that would
destroy our present church
structure,” he said. _

Churches created the preblem
and must eradicate it, he said.

. ‘““Contact (cold . medicine)
doesn't cure colds. Similarly,
deprogramming and government
intervention just disguise ill-
effects. _

. “Besides, I. don’t believe
brainwashing is an accurate term.
Depenuence 18,

“When I think of bramwashmg,
I think of World War I men in
trench coats - sticking bamboo

_shoots under finger nails. .
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